2 


1cu 


<., 


=, 


ad — ee, 


x; 


a 


“as. 


~*~ 


° * 
~~ 


Th 


; 
7 
J 


® 


wat, - 


Pye ER pd 


t Chapter 


& Nature Conservancy Connect 


ae: OA uerk Ye - 
on SENS ae 


Wintery Oxbow 


The Nature Conservancy 
Connecticut Chapter 

Science Tower 

PO Box MMM 

Wesleyan Station 

Middletown, Connecticut 06457 
Tel. 203-344-0716 


EE National Office: 1800 North Kent St. Arlington Virginia 22209 


ale St 


oes be” 


(Barbara Dodge photo) 


Non Profit Org 
US Postage 
PAID 


Permit I 


Middletown 


~ 


Ct 


FROM THE LAND 
Winter/1978 


Published for the members of 

The Connecticut Chapter of The Nature Conservancy 

Evan Griswold, Executive Director 

Susan Cooley, Director of Stewardship 

Lindy Barnett, Administrative Assistant 

Anna Barron, Secretary for Stewardship & Recording Secretary 
Alden Taylor, Editor 


CORPORATE ASSOCIATES OF 
THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 
IN CONNECTICUT 


AMAX 

Aetna Life and Casualty 

Barnes Group, Inc. 

Champion International 
Connecticut Mutual Life 
Continental Oil 

Olin Corporation Charitable Trust 
Remington Arms 

Stauffer Chemical 

The Travelers Companies 
Southern New England Telephone 


Board of Trustees 


Mr. Alden M. Taylor Mr. Peter B. Cooper 
Farmington Bethany 
Chairman 


Mrs. Prudence Cutler 
Mr. A. Lindsay Thomson Farmington 


West Hartford Dr. Richard Goodwin 
Vice-Chairman New London 


Mrs. Emma Angier Mrs. Phoebe Milliken 


Lyme Greenwich 
Secretary 


Mr. Garrett Nevius 
Mr. John A. Blum Hartford 


North Colebrook ; 
Treasurer Mr. Robert Riedeman 
Kent 


Mr. Philip Smith 
Weston 


Mr. Geoffrey Baker Dr. Thomas Siccama 
Wilton East Haven 


Mr. Charles A. Abbott 
Pomfret 


RECENT ACQUISITIONS 


Beeslick Pond Preserve — 102 acres — Lakeville. Gift of 
Sue B. Blagden, Alison G. Blagden, Elise B. Lufkin, and 
Louise B. Scott. 

Devil's Den Preserve, Ambler Gorge and Vista additions 
— 59 acres — Weston. Cooperative project of the Feder- 
ated Garden Clubs of Connecticut and the Nature Con- 
servancy for the American Land Trust Program. 

Silas Hall Pond, addition — 14 acres — Winchester. Gift 
of Bethuel M. Webster. 

Turtle Creek Wildlife Sanctuary — 89 acres — Essex. 
Gift of additional 1/13th interest from Governor and Mrs. 
Bowles. 

Weir Preserve, French addition — 5.2 acres — Wilton. 
Gift of Mrs. Elise B. French. 

Weir Preserve, Geffen addition — 9.4 acres — Wilton. 
Gift of Roger Geffen. 

Altschul Preserve, Altschul-McCloy addition — 14 acres 
— Stamford. Gift of Mrs. Helen Altschul and John 
McCloy. 

Frank M. Bindloss Preserve, addition to the Carl Akeley 
Preserve — 3 acres — Groton. 

Burnham Brook Preserve, Ricky Memorial Tract addition 
— 31 acres — East Haddam. Purchase, bargain sale 
from Mrs. Patricia Pindar of Savannah. 

Canfield Island Marsh — 9 acres — Westport. Gift of 
Richard Weinstein (member, Board of Governors, The 
Nature Conservancy). 

Howell Property — 18 acres — Wilton. Gift of Mrs. Janet 
Howell. 

Foster Property — 41 acres — Canaan. Transfer through 
to the State of Connecticut, part of Natural Areas System. 
Gift of Mrs. Lincoln Foster. 

Lockwood addition, Ambler Gorge — 6.25 acres — 
Weston. Purchase from the Lockwood family. 

Meadow Woods Preserve, 4/10 interest on Meadow 
Woods Preserve — Essex. Gift of Earl Canfield. Com- 
pletes acquisition of Meadow Woods. 

Mount Bushnell State Park — 27 acres — Washington, 
Ct. Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Ferguson. To be 
transferred to the State of Connecticut. 
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CONNECTICUT CHAPTER ACQUIRES LIMESTONE BOG 


The Connecticut Chapter and the American Land Trust, 
a national citizen’s land preservation committee, an- 
nounced the acquisition of Beeslick Pond in Lakeville. The 
102 acre natural area, including a 30 acre pond and lime- 
stone bog, is a gift from four sisters, Elise B. Lufkin, Louise 
B. Scott, Sue B. Blagden and Alison G. Blagden. Mrs. Lufkin 

a is married to Dan Lufkin, who was the first Commissioner of 
Connecticut's Department of Environmental Protection. 
The bog and pond provide habitat for at least one rare 
} plant species, the dwarf birch. The areais also the nest site 
; for the shortbilled marsh wren, endangered in Connecticut. 
Because the wetlands are derived from limestone Soils, 
with a high calcium content, they support an abundance of 
interesting plants and an unusual diversity of wildlife. 

Beeslick Pond has for several years been the center of 
intense interest on the part of ornithologists associated with 
the Sharon Audubon Center. The natural area was listed in 
Dowhan and Craig's state publication on “Rare and Endan- 
gered Species of Connecticut and their Habitats” as one 
that supports “a lush and diverse flora distinct from that of 
nearby acidic areas.” Many game and nongame species of 
birds and animals, including mammals, fish. amphibians 
and reptiles, are drawn to this area by the richness of the 
vegetation. 

Evan S. Griswold, Executive Director of the Chapter, 
Stated that, ‘Beeslick Pond is representative of the sort of 
area of significant ecological value which The Nature 
Conservancy seeks to identify and protect. The newly 
created sanctuary will be managed for scientific study and 
educational uses in an effort to further the knowledge and 
appreciation of the diversity of life that such habitats SUp- 

port. The Conservancy, as well as future generations, are 
indebted to the foresight and generosity of Misses Blagden, 


Beeslick Pond, Lakeville 
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Mrs. Scott and Mrs. Lufkin, whose gift will be increasingly 
valuable to each succeeding generation.” 

Dan W. Lufkin, Co-Chairman of the American Land Trust 
and a trustee of The Nature Conservancy, said, “It isa great 
joy to be part of the cooperative effort of The American 
Land Trust and The Nature Conservancy in helping protect 
a small but unique part of Connecticut's wilderness through 
this landmark conservation effort. All of us are extremely 
pleased to be actively involved in a program to preserve 
Connecticut's best remaining natural areas.” 

Patrick F. Noonan, President of The Nature Conser- 
vancy, was enthusiastic in his thanks. “The Nature Conser- 
vancy Is an action organization, committed to results. When 
farsighted individuals, such as the four Blagden sisters, 
generously donate a piece of nature for future generations 
to enjoy, they make our task of preserving ecological diver- 
sity that more effective. It’s the kind of lasting benefit that 
really counts.” 

Beeslick Pond Preserve will be managed by the Connec- 
ticut Chapter through a local volunteer committee of 
scientists and interested laymen who will oversee the use 
of the area. 

The American Land Trust is a two-year conservation 
effort to protect at least one area of outstanding ecological 
significance in each of the 50 states. Three American Land 
Trust areas have been established in Connecticut, includ- 
ing Beeslick Pond. St: John’s Ledges, 132 acres along the 
Housatonic River in Kent, was a gift to The Nature Conser- 
vancy from the Stanley Works Corporation of New Britain. 
Ambler Gorge and Vista, an addition to Devil's Den Pre- 
serve in Wilton, will be purchased in part with money raised 


by the members of the Federated Garden Clubs of Con- 
necticut. 
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COTTON HOLLOW HIKE 


Once a year or so, Glastonbury’s sub-chapter of The 
Nature Conservancy, and Great Meadows Trust have a 
joint meeting. Last fall they planned a hike together, through 
Cotton Hollow, in South Glastonbury. 

The response was almost overwhelming. On hike day, 
autumn colors were still near their peak. It was the first 
sunny Saturday since early September. It was a day which 
just had to be enjoyed outdoors. Nearly 100 people showed 
up to enjoy it in Cotton Hollow. 

seven members of the sub-chapter served as guides 
through the nature preserve, five acres of which was a gift 
to The Nature Conservancy. The other 51 acres belong to 
the town of Glastonbury, but the deed contains a reverter 
clause, so that the land would go to The Nature Conser- 
vancy, should the town ever abuse the donors’ intent, that it 
be preserved in its natural state. Members of the sub- 
chapter oversee the preserve, picking up litter, and gener- 
ally keeping an eye on its condition. 

Cotton Hollow was an industrial center from early colo- 
nial days until about 1920. Roaring Brook, which rushes 
through, in places cutting deep gorges, furnished water 
power for mills and iron forges. Now Nature has reclaimed 
the land, and it is deeply forested. 

Cotton Hollow was bought in the 1930’s by a group of 
public-minded citizens, to save it from threatened devel- 


opment. In 1964, they gave Cotton Hollow to the town. 

some of the hikers were returning to one of their favorite 
places, but for most it was their introduction to Cotton 
Hollow. Their response added up to at least one thing: 
gratitude that Cotton Hollow is in the public domain, open 
for the enjoyment of Glastonbury residents, and will be 
preserved for future generations. 


TALE OF TWO OSPREY 


An all-expense paid move to a less highly charged eyrie 
was arranged earlier this year by the benevolent overseers 
of property on Hatchett's Point. The Nature Conservancy 
has been given an easement on the parcel. 

A pair of young Osprey were found to have taken up 
housekeeping on top of an electric and telephone pole at 
Hatchetts in Old Lyme. With the assistance of George Fox 
of Northeast Utilities and the careful guidance of Paul 
Spitzer of Old Lyme, a new pole and platform were erected 
about 300 feet from electric lines. The young birds’ nest 
was given the white glove treatment and moved from the 
old site to the new platform. 

Although the Osprey were judged too immature to mate 
and produce young, they did accept the nest’s new position 
and continued to stay in the area. Itis hoped they will return 
this spring to take up housekeeping. 


SOLVE THE MYSTERY — HELP PLACE THESE SITES 


The two accompanying photographs were taken on West Rock (New Haven) in 1914, and we have been unable to locate 
their exact position. We hope that readers might aid us in finding these sites. Please contact Dr. Tom Siccamaat Yale (436- 


0020) or Susan Cooley at the Chapter office (344-0716). 


= 

a 

<. « 

— os 
> — 
e.. 

~ 

a en 

= 


“ Pe N s ». 
ae ihr’ Fad; 


: extol Fh hae xeon . 
% ~ rae a> 4 ft is \ 
> : vr : . 
Agee ey Dy by SANE 
s - 7 


a - wv 


On West Rock by Nichols in 1914. 
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Same old West Rock by Nichols in 1914. 
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THE CHANGING FACE OF CONNECTICUT 
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pas be a a a ee 
Photo taken in 1911 by George Nichols. Mansfield Cove, Momaugin (East Haven). 
Zonation along rocky shore as seen at lowtide. 


The Connecticut Chapter is in the process of setting up 
photostations on its preserves in order to document the 
changing landscape. For one example, there exists a se- 
ries of photos taken at Catheral Pines in Cornwall, dating 
from 1911 to the present, showing the relatively little 
change which has occurred over the past half century. 

The accompanying photographs illustrate the type of 
documentation of the manmade and natural changes ae 3 yj 
which can occur over time. These photographs and others — Sie: ~~ 
to appear in future newsletters are from an extensive col- : 
lection by Professor Nichols of Yale. Most sites were relo- 
cated by Howard Welt (a Yale student) in 1976 and 1977. 

The first series of photographs is taken looking north at 
the rocky ridge in Momaugin (East Haven) on the Connecti- 
cut shoreline. The sequence clearly illustrates the changes 
brought about by man over the past 65 years. 
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Photo in 1932 of same Mansfield Cove. Photographer unknown. 
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Photo taken in 1976 by Howard Welt. 
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oa an Connecticut's American Land Trust Project for1977-78 a spectacular oversight (500 feet high) of Long Island 
is the Ambler Gorge and Vista addition to the Devils Den Sound, 12 miles away. 
Preserve in Weston. The American Land Trust program isa Mrs. Charles F. Meffley is the American Land Trust 
concentrated, landmark effort of landconservationthrough § Chairman, Connecticut, for the Federated Garden Clubs 
private action throughout the country. and has the enthusiastic support of the 9,900 state garden 

The effort in Connecticut is ajoint program of The Feder- — club members. 

ated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. and The Nature Backers of the program may make contributions payable 
Conservancy. Ambler Gorge and Vista is a 53 acre area to ALT-Ambler Gorge Project and send to The Connecticut 
adjacent to Devil’s Den. It is a choice natural area which Chapter of The Nature Conservancy, Box MMM, Wesleyan 
completes the protection of a watershed, has unusualand Station, Middletown, CT 0645/7. 
rare plant and animal life (including the Bobcat), and offers 
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